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An Analysis on The Expansion of BRICS and Its
Development Prospects From The Perspective of New

Regionalism Theory: Take Arab Countries As an
Example
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At the invitation of President Cyril Ramaphosa of the Republic of South
Africa, Chinese President Xi Jinping attended the 15th BRICS Leaders’
Meeting in Johannesburg, South Africa from August 21 to 24 this year. This
was President Xi Jinping’s eleventh consecutive attendance at BRICS leaders
meeting. Focusing on the theme of “BRICS and Africa: Partnership for
Mutually Accelerated Growth, Sustainable Development and Inclusive
Multilateralism”, the leaders of the participating countries exchanged in-

depth views on BRICS cooperation and major international issues of
common concern and reached broad consensus.
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The BRICS countries account for more than 40% of the world's
population and one-quarter of the world's total economic output. After 17
years of development, they have increasingly become a constructive force in
promoting world economic growth, improving global governance, and
promoting the democratization of international relations. This summit has
strengthened the status of the BRICS cooperation mechanism as an important
promoter of the "Global South” agenda. Its role has surpassed that of the G20
and has become the main economic forum for developing countries. The
most unexpected and influential result was the announcement that the BRICS
cooperation mechanism, composed of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa, had agreed to invite six new members to join starting next year. They
are Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. It is of great significance and rare for three Arab countries to be
invited to join the BRICS at the same time, and it shows that Arab countries
have developed rapidly in the world in recent years and have gradually
highlighted their geographical importance. Therefore, an in-depth discussion
of the operating mechanism of BRICS and the connotation of this expansion
is of great significance to promoting South-South cooperation and Arab
countries' in-depth participation in globalization.
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