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Dimensions of the Security and Military rapprochement
between Turkey and the United States (1923-1960): A
Historical Study.
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Abstract

Political relations between the United States and the Ottoman Empire
began in the 19th century, primarily serving economic and cultural interests.
The two countries signed a Treaty of Friendship and Commerce in 1830,
outlining the framework of their bilateral relations. This treaty granted the
United States most-favored nation status within the Ottoman Empire. The
first article of the agreement stipulated that Ottoman Empire's merchants
trading in the territories and ports of the United States, or from those ports to
other countries, would pay the same taxes and fees as those paid by the most
favored countries.

The Turkish-American rapprochement since the founding of the Republic
of Turkey on October 29, 1923, served as a stabilizing factor for the nascent
Turkish state. The United States emerged as one of the poles of the new
world that formed after World War Il, and recognized the geopolitical
significance of Turkey, the successor state to the Ottoman Empire.
Consequently, the United States accorded Turkey full attention and support
at the political, economic, and military levels during one of the most difficult
periods in Turkey’s modern history.

The relationship between the two countries evolved from a conventional
and classical rapprochement to a robust alliance encompassing the
institutions of the Turkish state. The United States developed a
comprehensive vision for the shape of Turkish institutions, focusing on
training and educating Turkish officials through the modern American
education system. This was achieved through both American schools and
educational institutions within Turkey, as well as through American
scholarships and missions.

The United States also played a pivotal role in promoting multiparty
pluralism within Turkey and in shaping a system of governance based on
Western models. This was intended to integrate Turkey into the European
system and to enhance Turkey's economic position, transforming it into a
powerful and influential force in its geographic region. At the same time, the
United States paid particular attention to the Turkish military, aiming to
modernize it according to European and American standards and making it a
key arm of American power in the Middle East. To this end, the United
States provided training, the latest weaponry, and modern military education
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to the Turkish armed forces. Additionally, a significant portion of American
aid was allocated to the construction of Turkish ports and domestic
infrastructure.

The Turkish-American rapprochement after 1923 resulted in a
cooperative and strategic partnership between the two countries, despite
differences in their respective governing systems. This strategic and
historical partnership has remained largely immune to political fluctuations
in both countries.

Therefore, the choice of this study's topic, "The Dimensions of Security
and Military rapprochement between Turkey and the United States (1923-
1960)," is an attempt to identify, explain, analyze the development, and
evaluate the implications of this relationship.

Keywords: Turkey — United States — Military relations — Security relations —
Historical study.
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Arastirmalart Vakfi (SETA) s10-11 )
. Soguk Savas’ta NATO-ABD-Tirkiye Ucgeninde Askeri Usler A.G.E. S :12
z\...d\)é gHM/HiV ¢ a;ﬂ\ &f‘}“ B ”.‘GJ ¢ g._.sjuﬁ\ ("'A‘j! P.a\? .\.?'\j '\-.’.j) AJ’""ﬁ Kol _te

CAV=AT o b Y sudl A sl caY e VA il el b S Al ¢ A0



dolpbl yaball duili

5 yguaiad| s Guigd! -

A ) G A 53039 G -ty il (]

NAES/VY/AY (Y/AIY o W3y Cale (YYOY By dads deryB Bylyy Lable —
(GLall dad Jm (160 judg Bl LY 8 ST Oliy . o

dzdge) 3SIL Olay YA E1/V 0 /XYY (Yo W3y Gile (VYY W3y aule b —
ARER/N/YY Glaly Lo ail

@YRET/ANT Y/AIY o o8y cale (AYOY W3, dads dery Bylyy Ladle —
LBkl o3 LS G J 8,81 Oy cc.u«#.i

A o 8 e S 8139 Gl : &) i

- F-R-U-S, Vol 5, Report by the sec. state to the National Security Council,
Wash, April 15, 1949, PP.1654 — 1655.
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I1. DUnya Harbi Sonrasi TURK—Amerikan Iligkileri

Oznur Feyizoglu, Osmanli Arsiv Belgelerine Goére Sultan Abdilaziz

Donemi Osmanli Amerika iliskileri (1861-1876) , Yuksek lisans tezi ,

Kocali, 2009 .

- Tlrkiye -ABD [Iligkilerinin Temel Dinamikleri ve Stratejik ittifak Boyutu
-Dr. Zehra Dogan- ORCID:0000-0001-8885-6572-

- Tiirkiye ve ABD Arasinda Savunma ve Ekonomi Alanlarinda Isbirligi
Anlagmasi-
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Kirsehir/TURKIYE

- Adem Cakir, Turkiye-NATO iliskilerinin insaci perspektiften Analizi :
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pressinc, Mutchen Ns, 1977.
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Yuksek lisans tezi , Sivas , 2012 .

-Emre Cengiz,ismet Inénii ve ikinci Diinya savasi yillar1 Tiirk dis politikasi ,

Yuksek lisans tezi,Sivas,2012.
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_https://m.bianet.org/bianet/siyaset/34192-turkiye-amerikan-iliskileri-
kronolojisi - Turkiye-Amerikan iliskileri Kronolojisi- 1800 lerden
baslayarak 2003 yilna dek Tiirk Amerikan iliskilerinde Iki adim ileri, bir
adim geri diye tanimlanabilecek, ancak siirekliligini koruyan iliskiler
dizini

- https://tarihibilgi.org/monreo-doktrini/ Monreo Doktrini Kisaca Nedir?

- https://tr.usembassy.gov/tr/our-relationship-tr/policy-history-tr/io-tr/ ABD —
Tiirkiye iliskilerinin Tarihine Bir Bakis.
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Blnda_Savunma_ve_Ekonomi_Alanlar%C4%B1nda_%C4%B0%C5%9F
birli%C4%9Fi_Anla%C5%9Fmas%C4%B1

-https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/monroe-doctrine  Monroe
Doctrine (1823



