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Love forms in Chinese culture

Taking Chinese proverbs and idioms as an
example of Chinese-Arabic translation
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Abstract

Every nation on earth possesses a unique cultural heritage that reflects
significant historical events and traditions. Among the most essential
elements of this heritage are folk proverbs and sayings. People use these
expressions to articulate specific situations and experiences in their daily
lives, ensuring their preservation and transmission from generation to
generation. Additionally, as society evolves, new proverbs emerge to reflect
contemporary realities.

Proverbs are generally more closely associated with illiterate communities
than with formally educated individuals. They serve as ready-made linguistic
templates that enable speakers to convey their thoughts through implication
and metaphor rather than explicit statements. As Abu Obeid observed,
"Proverbs are the sayings of the Arabs from the Age of Ignorance and the
Islamic era... They possess three key characteristics: conciseness in
expression, precision in meaning, and beauty in metaphor."

As an expression of oral tradition, proverbs have been passed down
through spoken words for thousands of years, exhibiting four major
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characteristics: oral transmission, adaptability, colloquialism, and linguistic
refinement. Proverbs are not only fundamental carriers of popular thought
but also serve as vessels of historical continuity. By adapting traditional
wisdom to contemporary vernacular and national discourse, proverbs
contribute to a shared cultural identity, allowing ancestral knowledge to
endure and thrive across generations.

Given that love is the cornerstone of healthy relationships, whether in
family, friendship, or romance, | have chosen love as the central theme of my
research.
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