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انكهمات المفتاحية:

Abstract: 
This study investigates how proverbs are commonly used in written 

Swahili literature. Proverbs are deeply embedded in various literary genres, 
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such as poetry, drama, and storytelling, serving as a bridge to cultural 

heritage. Over time, they have become a distinctive linguistic feature of 

Swahili literature and are analyzed within the context of linguistic and 

artistic studies. It is essential to understand the form, extent, and frequency of 

this phenomenon across different literary genres. This also raises the 

question of whether proverbs are used in a similar manner and to the same 

extent in other literary traditions, such as Western and Arabic literature. By 

tracing a historical sequence, this research aims to uncover cultural 

similarities and differences, as well as the reasons behind the continued 

presence of proverbs in literature up to the present day. Furthermore, it seeks 

to identify the literary genres that incorporate proverbs most frequently, 

emphasizing their role as a folkloric element closely tied to modern 

literature. 

Keywords: Popular proverbs, Swahili literature, Arabic literature, Western 

literature, literary genres, intertextuality, contextual usage, cultural 

comparison. 
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Kitunda, 2021
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 الأمثال في انرواية انسىاحيهية:
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Mulokozi ،2002 ،(p.60-63

(Aiello F  ،2019 ،p.28-523

James  Mbotela 1934

Uhuru wa watumwaMbotela, 

1966/1934)

Ngũgĩ wa 

Thiong'o 
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Mitaria

(Mitaria ،2011 ،p.30)
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Shaaban Roberkusadikika

Robert SKusadikika ،1951) 

o Msiba wa kujitakia hauna kilio (uk7)

o Kitanda usichokilalia hujui Kunguni wake (uk8). 
o Lila Na fila hawatangamani (uk30). 

Lila na fila" "J. K

Kiimbila

Kufikirika(Robert, 

1967)   

o Nyumba ya mgumba haina matanga (uk5)

o Mwenye haya hazai (uk6). 

o Milima haikutani lakini watu baada ya matengano wanapata kukutana 

(uk. 26) 
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Adili na nduguze

Robert S ،.1980

o Mali bila daftari hupotea bila habari (uk.12)

o Mtu huchuma juani akala kivulini (uk14). 

Said Ahmed Mohamed  

Dunia Mti Mkavu(Mohamedm, 

1980) 

o Ajali haina kinga (uk.78

o Aliyekueka kitini, ndiye aliyeniweka chini (uk.103

Kina cha Maisha(Mohamed, 

1984) 

o Ajabu ya kondoo kucheka kioo (uk45)

o Ajabu ya ngamia kucheka nundu ya ng'ombe (uk67).  

"Kiza katika NuruMohamed, 1988

o Abadi Abadi kamba hukata jiwe (uk74).  

o Abebwaye hujishikiza (uk92

Usiku UtakapokwishaMbunda

MsokileMSOKILE ،1990

o Alipo kilema usikunje kidole (uk. 3  (

o Usipochomwa mwiba hujui kiatu (uk. 5)

o Nguo ya kuazima haisetiri matako (uk. 36). 

o Jino la pembe si dawa ya pengo (uk. 36). 

o Uganga wa nyani ni kutazama nyuma (uk. 41). 
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o Ukishindwa kupata kwale mawindoni rudi Na bundi (uk. 43)

almasi za bandia"Chachage, C. Sرواية

Chachage ،1991

o Baada ya dhiki faraja (uk29).  
o Heri kinga kuliko tiba (uk30). 

o Mvulivu hula mbivu (uk95)

Siku njemaKen Walibora

(Walibora ،1996) 

o Ukipenda kweli huwa hupendezi. (uk2).  

o Unyasi mmoja ukitoka kwenye paa, nyumba haivuji (uk10). 

o Ganga ganga za mgonjwa humlaza mgonjwa na matumaini (uk12). 

o Mama mzazi huwa johari adimu ambalo halina badala yake popote 

penginepo (uk13).  

o Pang'okapo jino pana pengo (uk13). 

o Wakati wa majonzi kitamu huwa kichungu(uk19).  

o Mwana hufuata kishogo cha nina. (uk29)  .  

o Haikuwa laiki yake kumuudhi nzi, sembuse mwanaadamu. (uk29)

o Huenda mimi si tajiri, lakini maadam niko hai hatutaomba chumvi wala 

sukari hapa (uk37).     

o Riziki kama ajali hauitambui ijapo (uk37)

Vuta n'KuvuteShafi Adam Shafi  

SHAFI1999

o Heri nusu shari kuliko shari kamili (uk42). 

o Mzoea punda hapandi farasi (uk207). 

o Mwangaza mbili moja humponyoka (uk230)

o Asiyekubali kushindwa si mshindani (uk271).   

TakadiniBen J. Henson

(HENSON ،2004  ) 

o Moyo mwema utakufanya uuwawe (uk. 33). 

o Kipofu huwa hachagui shimo la kutegea wanyama (uk. 45).  
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Joka la Mdimu 2007Saffari ،2007

o Asilolijua mtu ni usiku wa giza (uk.77  

o Ukiona mwenzio ananyolewa tia maji (uk. 83). 
o Mtaka waridi sharti avumilie miiba (uk. 98). 

o Biashara haigombi (uk. 99

chozi la heri2015 Assumpta K

MateiMatei2015

o Teke la kuku halimuumizi (uk1). 

o Simba akikosa nyama hula nyasi (uk16) 

o Heri nusu shari kuliko shari kamili (uk36). 

o Mwenye macho haambiwi tazama (uk51)

Kandago & Othman, 2024
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Dunia uwanja wa fujo

E. Kezilahabikezilahabi, 2007

sira

 Wema wa mtu hujulikana siku ya mazishi yake (uk. 13)  

Misango

Kapinga
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 La mgambo likilia lina jambo (uk. 28)  

 Ugonjwa haufichwi. Afichae ugonjwa ndio hufa. (uk. 29) 

 Kweli wajinga ndio walimu wa kuwafunza werevu. (uk.78) 
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Tumaini

DennisMama Resi

 Paka akitoka panya hutawala (uk. 87) 

Mama Resi

Dennis

Mama Resi

John

 Ukishikwa shikamana (uk. 102) 

 JohnTumaini

Mama Resi

Dennis

Mama Resi

Tumaini
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Watoto wa Maman'tilie

EMMANUEL MBOGOMbogo, 2013

 Maji dawa ya homa (uk 4)  

Maman'tilie

 kamba hukatika pembamba (Uk.34)  

 Maman'tilie

Maman'tilie

 Fadhila za Punda ( Uk. 69) 

fadhila za Punda ni mateke

Zenabu

Kurwa
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 الأمثال في المسرح انسىاحيهي:

Ebrahim  Hussein

Wakati ukuta

Wakati ukuta, ukipigana nao utaumia mwenyewe.  

Penina Muhando 

La kuvunda halina ubani

Nguzo MamaPenina Muhando

MUHANDO ،1982

o Umoja ni nguvu utengano ni udhaifu (uk. 33). 

o La mgambo likilia lina jambo (uk. 45). 

o Aso mwana aeleke jiwe (uk. 45 (. 

Kivuli KinaishiSaid Ahmed 

MohamedMohamed ،1990

o Kipitacho moyoni si lazima kionekane usoni (uk 2).  
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o Kitokacho moyoni ni dawa (uk 3). 
o Kuishi kwingi kuona mengi (uk. 6) . 
o Unachumia juani unalia kivulini (uk.24). 

o Kikulacho ki nguoni mwako (uk. 67) . 

o Majuto ni mjukuu (uk. 111)

Morani" 1993Emmanuel Mbogo

MBOGO E1993

o Penye nia pana njia na subira yavuta heri (uk. 4). 

o Siri ya kaburi ajua maiti na siri maiti aijua kaburi, ya Fimbo mbali 

haiuwi nyoka (uk. 23). 
o Usimsifu sana la sivyo tembo atalitia maji (uk. 23) .  

o Mwenzako akinyolewa wewe tia maji (uk. 23). 

o Mfuga punda fadhila hukujambia mashuzi ya (uk. 23). 

o Mwosha huoshwa (uk. 24)  .  

o Bandu bandu unataka kumaliza gogo? (uk. 31

Mwalimu RoseAmbrose 

F. MghangaMghanga ،2007

o Mtoto mkaidi bwana hafaidi mpaka siku ya Idi (uk.1). 

o Mchuma nazi huchukua koroma (uk.11). 

o Maneno matupu hayavunji mfupa (uk.28). 

o Msiba wa kujitakia hauna mwenyewe (uk.35). 

o Hasira hasara (uk.37). 

o Mtaka cha uvunguni sharti ainame (uk.60)

o Hakuna marefu bwana yasiyo na ncha (uk.76). 
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KILIO CHETUMedical Aid Foundation

(foundation, 1995

 Mzazi asipomfunza, walimwengu watamfundisha ( uk 13) 

Baba  Anna

Mama Suzi

Suzi

Anna

Baba Anna

 Asiyefundwa na mamake hufundwa na walimwengu ( uk 40
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shukrani ya Punda ni mateke ( uk 19Joti 

Suzi

AnnaMwarami

Anna

 umeula wa chuya ( Uk 29) 

Joti

Suzi

Anna

Baba Anna

NGOSWE PENZI KITOVU CHA UZEMBE"

EDWINI SEMZABASemzaba, 2008
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Penye nia pana njia (Uk.22)

NgosweMazoea

Waona vyaelea vyaundwa Uk.27Mitomingi

MazoeaNgoswe

Ngoswe Mitomingi

Ngoswe

 الأمثال في انشعر انسىاحيهي: 
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Mitaria 2011

Mashairi Ya Cheka ChekaTheobald 

MvungiMVUNGIMASHAIRI YA 

CHEKACHEKA ،1995  ) 

o Akishaoza samaki, busara ni kumtupa ( uk. 3).   

o Chatu mmeza matonge ( uk7)

"Kitabu Chungu TamuTheobald 

Mvungi MVUNGIKITABU CHUNGU TAMU ،1985

o Umoja ni nguvu (uk6). 

"Malenga WapyaTAKILUKI Taasisi 

ya Kiswahili na Lugha za Kigeni Zanzibar(TAKILUKI ،

1997 )  

o Subira yavuta heri (shairi la 7 ubeti 8). 

o Aisifuye mvua karoa mwilini mwake (shairi la 23 ubeti 12). 

o Fahali wapiganapo nyasi ndizo huonewa (shairi la 37 ubeti 7). 

Kunemah ،2008
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Malenga Wapya"Taasisi ya

Kiswahili, ZanzibarTaasisi ya Kiswahili 1997

shairi la SIHARAKIE MAISHA"  "

Said S.Mussa

"Subira  yavuta heri" 

shairi la SISUMBUKIE KICHAA

Tatu M.Ali

Aisifie 

mvua kaloa mwilini mwake
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SOKOMOKO BAHARINI

Ali M.Rashid

"Fahali – wapiganapo nyasi ndizo huonewa

CHUNGU TAMUTheobald A Mvungi  

Mvungi, 2017 . 

Umoja ni nguvu

 ثانيا: الأدب انعربي: 
 الأمثال في انرواية انعربية:
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 الأمثال في انشعر انعربي:
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 :يثانثا الأدب انغرب
 :يالأمثال في انروايات انغرب

(Putnam ،2006)

Putnam ،2006p.11

(Hendrickson ،2008 ،p.63 ) 

Pride and Prejudice

Jane AustenPride goes 

before a fall

Rowe, 2002, p. 84
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War

and PeaceLeo Tolstoy

Tolstoy, 2000

 Haste makes waste. P: 389 

Madame Bovary

Gustave FlaubertFlaubert, 2010

 All is fair in love and war.  P: 117  

The Picture of Dorian Gray

Oscar WildeWilde, 2022

 Tha picture of Dorian Gray worth a thousand words. p28          

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Zora Neale Hurston

 I think there's just one kind of folks. (Preston, 1995, p. 119) 

Gulag Archipelago

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn(Solzhenitsyn،1978

 Actions speak louder than words.  P: 92  

"The StrangerAlbert 

Camus 1989Camus, 1989
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 All that glitters is not gold.   P: 46 

The Name of the Rose

Umberto EcoEco،1983

 You can't teach an old dog new trick. Page: 254 

English Patient

Michael OndaatjeOndaatje،

1992

 Don't judge a book by its cover.  P: 201 

Landscapes of Granada

Juan GoytisoloGoytisolo،1996

 The pen is mightier than the sword. Page: 78  

 Haste makes waste. P: 389  

"One Hundred Years of Solitude

   Gabriel García Márquez

Márquez ،2006

 The apple doesn't fall far from the tree. P: 172  
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"The Stranger"

Albert Camus

 ,Camus( All that glitters is not gold"

Meursault

The English PatientMicheal Ondaatje

Ondaatje, 1992, p. 201

 "Don’t judge a book by its cover"   

László de Almásy.
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 :يالأمثال في المسرح انغرب

      John Marston, Francis Beaumont, John Fletcher, and Thomas Middleto    

            

Doyle, 2015, p. 270William 

Shakespeare 

Hamlet"و "MacbethRomeo & Juliet

The TempestOthelloHamlet

Shakespeare ،1992

 He who laughs last laughs loudest.  p13   

 To be or not to be, that is the question. p 18          

The Misanthrope

Molière

Molière ،1959
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 To thine own self be true. p 1, Scene 1 

""Hedda Gabler

Henrik Ibsen

Ibsen،2000

 All that glitters is not gold.  p4 

The Cherry Orchard

Anton Chekhov

Chekhov،2002

 The more things change, the more they stay the same.  p1 

Waiting for Godot

Samuel Beckett

Beckett ،1954

 Necessity is the mother of invention. p 2 

(Shakespeare, 1992, p. 18) 

 "To be or not to be, that is the question"   

William Shakespeare

“All that glisters is not gold

 Merchant of VeniceThe
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 :يعالمالأمثال في انشعر ان

Alfred Lord Tennyson, Alexander Pope and William Wordsort

Doyle, 2015, 

pp. 262-268) 
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An Essay on ManAlexander Pope

Pope ،2006)

- 

  “ Hope springs eternal in the human breast ”p35. 

" "My Heart Leaps Up

William Wordsworth(Wordsworth ،2004)

  “ The Child is father of the Man”. P87 

An Essay on Criticism 1711

Alexander PopePope،2006 : Part II, line 525 

Good-Nature and Good-Sense must ever join 

To err is human; to forgive, divine 

“To err is human; to forgive, divine

To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time"

1648Robert Herrick(Herrick ،

1997)  
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Gather ye rosebuds while ye may," 
Old Time is still a-flying"   p.156 

Gather ye rosebuds while ye may

Rupi KaurMilk and Honey

Kaur ،2014

  “ If you were born with the weakness to fall, you were born with the 

strength to rise”. P105 

The blow of the hammer makes the 

oak stronger"" 

The Hill We Climb

Amanda GormanGorman ،2021)

  “ For while we have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on us. 
”p54 
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 "What goes around, comes around" 

John Donne

John Carey (Carey ،2014

- “Be thine own palace, or the world's thy jail.”  "Volume 1;    

Miscellaneous Poems Songs and Sonnets"   

- “No man is an island, entire of itself"  "Volume 1; Poems isolation, 

mankind" 

 نتائج انبحث:

Olaniyan, 2007, p. 640

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/92533742
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/92533742
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/92533742
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/92533742
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Bina 

Adamu K.W.Wamitila

Wafula, 2018, pp. 17-25 ) 
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 انتشار الأمثال ودورها انثقافي. .1
 انتأثير في الأدب انسىاحيهي: -أ

 

 

 

 انتأثير في الأدب انعربي:  -بـ 
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 انتأثير في الأدب انغربي:  -جـ 

 

 

 

 مقارنة استخذاو الأمثال في الأنىاع الأدبية المختهفة: .1
 انرواية:  -أ 
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 المسرح:  -بـ 

 

 

 

 انشعر:  -جـ 
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 الهىامش
 

Takadini

5))
 Gulag   "Glavnoe Upravlenie Lagerei"  

 Archipelago    

(6) Hedda Gabler
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 المراجعقائمة 
 :المراجع انعربية ولاا أ

Kinzy 

Publishing Agency. 
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]
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