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Abstract:
This study investigates how proverbs are commonly used in written
Swahili literature. Proverbs are deeply embedded in various literary genres,
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such as poetry, drama, and storytelling, serving as a bridge to cultural
heritage. Over time, they have become a distinctive linguistic feature of
Swahili literature and are analyzed within the context of linguistic and
artistic studies. It is essential to understand the form, extent, and frequency of
this phenomenon across different literary genres. This also raises the
question of whether proverbs are used in a similar manner and to the same
extent in other literary traditions, such as Western and Arabic literature. By
tracing a historical sequence, this research aims to uncover cultural
similarities and differences, as well as the reasons behind the continued
presence of proverbs in literature up to the present day. Furthermore, it seeks
to identify the literary genres that incorporate proverbs most frequently,
emphasizing their role as a folkloric element closely tied to modern
literature.

Keywords: Popular proverbs, Swahili literature, Arabic literature, Western
literature, literary genres, intertextuality, contextual usage, cultural
comparison.
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"83)8) @w!" "The Name of the Rose" &yl il Adla &gl 3y
oof B0 Llgy 2 (1983 ECO) YAAY ale 83l gl Umberto Eco s
Jﬁﬁ " g M\j ZLCJ}\ oM
* You can't teach an old dog new trick. Page: 254
W) Sy o8 ol @ @Yl e b” "English Patient” &gy <)
«Ondaatje) #wsl JSQle Michael Ondaatje (SO Jool o gl CISW
8o 8 dorgs (1992
= Don't judge a book by its cover. P: 201
o dad bLs" "Landscapes of Granada' dypA$W dailt bl dg ) o
& (1996 <GOytisolo) Fswsugr Juan Goytisolo oS 1441 ale"ibb s
s Abndt O3y digdt dead i Lol 3 Aesledly dsloar VI Ll2dl) Jglis
A Juelt s

=  The pen is mightier than the sword. Page: 78
= Haste makes waste. P: 389

&L" "One Hundred Years of Solitude" ;e aa ikt dgbwst dally 49 iy
Jupe  Gabriel Garcia Marquez  golsd) ol Yo v ale Uil o ale
TF @ et Ll JlsY gl o das @1 (2006 <Marquez) Sy Lwsle
e Jedll g Casdsanl JUd-b 140

e The apple doesn't fall far from the tree. P: 172
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= He who laughs last laughs loudest. p13
= To be or not to be, that is the question. p 18
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= “Hope springs eternal in the human breast ”p35.
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Good-Nature and Good-Sense must ever join
To err is human; to forgive, divine
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Gather ye rosebuds while ye may, ”
Old Time is still a-flying” p.156
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= “If you were born with the weakness to fall, you were born with the
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= "What goes around, comes around"
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