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Abstract

From the Edo period to the Meiji Restoration, Confucian gender norms
deeply rooted in Japanese society justified women’s subordinate roles, as
exemplified by the "Three Obediences and Seven Rules" prescribed in Onna
Daigaku (The Great Learning for Women). Within this social context,
Fukuzawa Yukichi, a scholar influenced by Western liberal and
individualist ideologies during his studies abroad, developed a unique
philosophy advocating women’s rights and equality. His ideas positioned the
correction of gender inequality as an essential component of social reform
and highlighted the necessity of male cooperation in the women's liberation
movement. However, traditional feminist studies have often undervalued
male contributions. While Fukuzawa has been recognized primarily as an
"educator” or "reformer,” the dominant view portrays his advocacy for
women's education as a means to utilize women for national development,
limiting his recognition as a feminist. The significance of this study lies in
reinterpreting Fukuzawa not only as an educator or reformer but as a key
proponent of women’s emancipation. Furthermore, the research aims to
reevaluate his role in the historical development of feminist thought in Japan.
By repositioning Fukuzawa within Japan's feminist history, this study seeks
to reassess male intellectuals' contributions to women's liberation and offer
new perspectives on the historical understanding of feminism.
Keywords: Feminism ,Feminist, Fukuzawa Yukichi, Women,Women’s
Liberation
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