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The Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic and Narrative
Documentation A Semiotic Approach
In the Story ""When | Wrote My Will**

by Manizheh Safari
Abstract

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is considered one of the most
severe health crises witnessed by the world in the contemporary era. It
transcended the boundaries of a local epidemic to become a global pandemic
that left profound impacts on the health, economic, social, cultural, and
political levels. This crisis marked a pivotal moment that reshaped human
perceptions of the body, isolation, fear, and survival, and contributed to the
emergence of documentary-style narratives that reflected the human
experience from within the heart of the crisis.

Among the most prominent examples of such narratives is the story
"When | Wrote My Will " by Manizheh Safari, in which she documents her
personal experience during isolation and her confrontation with the virus.
The result is a narrative infused with both documentary depth and human
emotion.

This study derives its significance from its attempt to analyze how the
pandemic is represented in autobiographical narrative writing, and to read
texts born from within the event not merely as passing testimonies, but as
symbolic documents rich with interpretive and semantic potential. The value
of the selected text is further enhanced by the fact that it was written not by a
professional literary author, but by a frontline healthcare worker, which lends
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both the narrative and the critical approach a unique documentary
authenticity and emotional depth.

The study aims to analyze the narrative and semantic structure of the short
story and to uncover the mechanisms through which personal storytelling
becomes an act of symbolic and documentary expression. It adopts the
semiotic approach as an analytical tool that enables the tracing of narrative
structures, emotional and psychological signifiers, and the exploration of
sensory, visual, and symbolic icons within the text, in order to clarify their
role in meaning production.

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, Manizheh Safari, When | Wrote My Will,
personal narrative, semiotic analysis.
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