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Abstract
This research aims to study epistolary discourse as a narrative and
documentary tool in writing history, through an analysis of the book "1967
and the State Changed Its Face" by Israeli historian Tom Segev, considered
one of the most prominent new historians. The research examines how the
letters and personal diaries contained in the book contribute to the
contribution of one of the soldiers, Yehoshua Bar Dayan, whose diaries
gained widespread fame after the end of the war. They were published in
Haaretz in 1968 and were translated into several languages, including
Russian and English, and were considered one of the official documents
representing the 1967 war. These diaries reflect another aspect of the war,
not merely as a military event, but as a psychological, social, and human
experience that transcends the official narrative. Segev's diaries contribute to
presenting a new critical vision of the 1967 war, one that departs from the
official Zionist narratives that have prevailed for decades. The research is
based on the premise that personal letters constitute an alternative historical
document, expressing the reality of the war from the perspective of
contemporary members of society, soldiers, and others, rather than through
the official narrative of the state and political elites. These letters enable us to
monitor the psychological, social, and political transformations that preceded
and followed the war.

The research also aims to explore the intellectual and methodological
motivations and attempt to determine the fundamental goal sought by the



Ssiallillay

o

\o

new historians in rewriting the history of the Arab-Israeli conflict,
particularly with regard to the 1967 war. Is this merely a new means of
supporting and renewing the Zionist project, or is the goal of this movement
a call for peaceful coexistence and the rebuilding of collective consciousness
on more critical and humane foundations, transcending the closed nationalist
discourse toward a more comprehensive and fair reading of the Palestinian
people, attempting to prove their historical rights and document the
oppression and occupation they have been subjected to?

The study relied on a descriptive and analytical approach within the
framework of a critical study. The research plan included an introductory
introduction, two chapters, and a conclusion with the findings.
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