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Methods of Translating the Polysemous Lexeme “Zayyana”

in the Glorious Qur'an into Chinese

Abstract

The Holy Qur’an encompasses a wide range of terms characterized by
semantic multiplicity, known as polysemy. Such terms, carrying diverse
meanings, pose significant challenges to translators working to translate the
Glorious Qur’an into another language. The translator must determine the
intended meaning of a term within its Qur’anic context by consulting
classical exegeses, and then carefully select an equivalent term in the target
language that preserves both the interpretive and rhetorical purposes of the
original text.

Given the importance of studying polysemy in the Qur’an, this research
conducts a comparative analytical study of the translation of the verb

zayyana (%) and its derivatives in the Chinese translations by Muhammed

Makin (&%) and Wang Jingzhai (£# 7). The study aims to uncover the
translation strategies adopted by both scholars in translating this lexical root
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into Chinese, assess the extent to which they adhered to functional and
formal equivalence, and examine their fidelity to Qur’anic exegesis and
intended meanings. It also examines whether their cultural and religious
backgrounds enabled them to convey the intended meanings effectively to
Chinese readers.

The study concludes that translating polysemous terms such as zayyana
and its derivatives in the Qur’an requires an integrated approach combining
linguistic analysis, exegetical understanding, and sensitivity to multiple
layers of meaning to facilitate a more comprehensive and accurate
understanding for non-Arabic readers. This highlights the scholarly and
da‘wah-oriented responsibility of the translator and the delicacy of this task.
The findings indicate that Professor Muhammed Makin leaned more toward
interpretive or semantic translation to convey the intended meanings of the
Qur’anic context, while Professor Wang Jingzhai tended to adopt a more
literal approach in many instances, leading to certain limitations in
conveying the precise meaning sought by the Qur’anic discourse.

Keywords: Polysemy; Lexeme zayyana in the Qur'an; Chinese
translation; translation of the meanings of the Qur'an into Chinese;
Muhammed Makin (Ma Jian); Wang Jingzhai; translation equivalence.
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