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(Hagia Sophia) through Byzantine, Ottoman and

Republican history: a historical study
Abstract:

Hagia Sophia is a historic building and a unique artistic and architectural
monument. It is said to have changed the history of architecture in general.
Located in the Sultanahmet district on the European side of Istanbul, Hagia
Sophia was first built in 360 AD during the Byzantine era as a cathedral for
the Orthodox Patriarchate. It was later transformed into a Roman Catholic
cathedral, Hagia Sophia remained the largest Christian cathedral in the world
for nearly a thousand years. After the Islamic conquest of Constantinople in
1453 AD, it was converted into a mosque. After the establishment of the
Turkish Republic more than eighty years ago, it was converted into a secular
museum in 1934 AD. Finally, it was announced that it would be restored as a
mosque again, effective July 24, 2020 AD, after the issuance of a ruling by
the Turkish Supreme Administrative Court in this regard. It can be said that
the history of Hagia Sophia begins with the history of Constantinople and the
Byzantine Empire, which lasted for more than a thousand years and is
considered the longest-lived empire in human history. This research aims to
introduce the history of this great building, a witness to great civilization and
victories, and the fall of great empires.Hagia Sophia is considered a model of
the relationship between religion and authority from the Byzantine era to the
modern Turkish state. The research followed a descriptive historical
approach, covering the history of Hagia Sophia before and after the Islamic
conquest of Constantinople. It provides a historical study from its founding
until the presidential decree to convert it back into a mosque in 2020 AD, in
addition to an architectural and decorative description of this building.
Keywords: Hagia Sophia, Constantinople, Byzantium, Turkey, Islam,
Empire, Church, Mosque
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