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Itagaki Yuzo’s Role in Promoting Awarenessof Arab
Issues in Japan: His Non-Western Ideological
Perspective on the Palestinian Cause

Abstract

This study explores the contributions of Japanese historian Itagaki Y1zo
to the understanding of the Palestinian issue within modern and
contemporary Japanese thought. Beginning in the 1970s, Itagaki developed a
unique, non-Western perspective on the Middle East, grounded in historical
methodology and a deep understanding of regional dynamics. Unlike the
mainstream pro-Israel narratives common in the West and often mirrored in
Japan, Itagaki portrayed the Palestinian struggle as one of anti-colonial
resistance. His work, based on detailed analysis of historical events and
primary documents, helped raise awareness of the Palestinian cause in
Japanese academic and media circles. By examining his scholarship, this
research aims to highlight the potential for mutual understanding between
Japan and the Arab-Islamic world and to offer an alternative lens for
interpreting Middle Eastern issues beyond Eurocentric frameworks.
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