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The first mention of the Christian denomination of Jehovah’s Witnesses in
Egypt dates back to 1912 when a group visited Cairo and the nearby area. In
the 1930’s, congregations were established in Alexandria and in Cairo.

During the post-war years of 1945-50, the number of Jehovah’s Witnesses
was more than 60®%.
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Well into the 1950’s, Egyptian Witnesses enjoyed relative freedom of
worship. On 3 November 1951, the Cairo Governorate granted recognition to
the branch of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania,
while in 1956 the Governorate of Alexandria granted similar recognition to
the local congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses®™.
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In 1959, a campaign of false accusations labelling the Witnesses as Zionists

caused the police to order the Witnesses to cease holding their religious
services.
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On 20 June 1960, a decree of the Ministry of Social Affairs deregistered the
branch of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society and effectively banned

the activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Egypt. All property was confiscated.
Efforts to re-register were rejected for “security reasons”®® .
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The Administration of Land Registration and Documentation of the Ministry
of Justice in Egypt issued three directives (in 1985, 1993, and 1999) that

prohibit its agencies from registering any property belonging to the Watch
Tower Society or Jehovah’s Witnesses™ .
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